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Sgraflito / Perli Pelzig

The word Sgraffito is Italian for “scratching”. A murial in the sgraffito technique
consists of a four-layered basis, upon which a drawing is applied. lach layer of the
sgraffito basis is ol a different color in the following order: black, red, ocher, white.

1. Black layer: one part regular, gray cement mixed with three parts fine sand.
The black colot is achieved by adding soot to the mixture. Unlike the following
layers, the thickness of this layer is not crucial, and the next layer may be brought
upon it whether dry or damp. :

2. Red layer: lime plaster, fine sand and white cement ure mixed together with red
pigment (the exact amounts to be devided on location by the artist). This laycr, as
well as the next layer, should be 8 mm. thick and still damp when the following
layer is applied. i .

3. Ocher layer: lime plaster, fine sand arid white cement are mixed (ogether ‘w_xlh
ocher pigment (the exact amounts to be decided by the ‘artist on location), This
layer, like the next layers, should be 8 mm. thick and still damp when the
following layer is applied.

4. Wv;r\li?egla;:r: lin':pplasler. fine sand and white cement are mixed together (the
exact amounts to be decided by the artist on location). The fine sand may be
substituted by fine white marble powder. This layer, tike the previous layers,
should be 8 mm. thick and still damp when the drawing is applied.

The various layers should he damp when the next layer is applicd, which means that
all the planning concerning the murial have (o be completed vnce the sgraffito is
started. The team of plasterers should also be very well coordinated, so that work can
proceed smoothly and uninterruptedly. : 5
Once the final, white layer had been brought on and while still damp the drawm; is
placed on the sgraffito. This should be a live size drawing made on strong pm;kmg
paper (ordinary brown paper) .A special sharp-toothed wheel is then used to indent
the Jines of the drawing onto the sgraffito. Once all the lines are perforaicd the artist
rubs the holes on the paper with a bag containing black pigment. Conscguently the
drawing becomes visible on the white layer of the sgraffiro. The artist then marks the
different parts of the drawing according to what color they should eventually be -
black, red, ocher or white, as originally planned. He then uses a tool specially ‘
designed for this purpose to gently scratch and scrape the the different color layers in
order to arrive at the desired color. _

The work on any given piece of sgrafflro should be done and completed in a single
day. The area which can be completed in this technigue in a single day is six square
yards. For a sgraffito of thirty square yards the following schedulle should be 1aken
into account:

The planning of the artistic theme and the life-size drawing on paper: 6 days

The preparation of the various tools: g :ays
Painting the sgraffito murial: ays
SRR Total: 14 days
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